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Educational Heritage Sites in Mito City
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From the start of the Edo period, learning flourished in Mito, Tokugawa
Mitsukuni, the second lord of Mito Domain, and Tokugawa MNariaki, the
ninth lord of Mito Domain, were particularly cognizant of the need for
education. Mitsukuni ordered the compilation of Zaf Mbonshi, a history of
Japan, and established the Shokokan for this purpose. MNariaki advocated
the development of talented personnel as part of the governmental
reforms of Mito Domain; based on the concept of “eeho isshi” (it “tension
and relaxation™), he built Kodokan (Kodokan schooll, the largest domain
school in early modern Japan, as a place for study, and the Kairakuen
sarden as a place for relaxation.

This enthusiasm for learning spread both to lands immediately
surrounding Mito Castle and to the suburbs; Misshin Juku (Misshin Juku
academy), the largest private academy in the north Kanto region, was
established in Narusawa Village, on the outskirts of Mito.

"i""" IH.L_L

KEEER KRFE A3
Site of Mito Shokokan Dai Nihonshi Misshin Juku
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Mito Castle Surroundings (the Mitogaku Path) —
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K.odokan and Mito Shokokan were situated within the grounds of Mito
Castle. The castle’s Yakuimon gate survives to this day. while the main
Otemon gate and Ninomaru sumivagura, one of its watchtowers, have
recently been restored. The area is also home to Giko seitan no chi, the
birthplace of Tokugawa Mitsukuni, and numerous other historical sites
connected to the educational heritage of the city.
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Educational Heritage Sites in Ashikaga City

Ashikaga Gakko (Ashikaga academy]) is the oldest extant academy in
Japan. The exact year of the academy’ s establishment is unknown;
however, it was revitalized in the 15th century when Uesugi Norizane,
Kanto kanrei (Shogun’ s deputy) for the Muromachi shogunate, codified the
academy’ s regulations and donated Ghinese texts. During the Warring
States period of the 16th century, Francis Xavier, a Jesuit missionary,
wrote of Ashikaga Gakko: “"this academy in the Bando {(present-day
Kanto) region is the largest in Japan and it' s most famous.” The academy
offered instruction in diverse subjects, from Confucianism to divination,
military science, and medicins.

In the Edo period, Ashikaga Gakko was protected by the shogunate for
its wealth of valuable Chinese texts. The spirit of open learning and
self-instruction cultivated at Ashikaga Gakko served as an exemplar for
educational institutions early modern Japan.
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Banna-ji Temple, Temple of the Ashikaga Clan {National Treasure)
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Banna-ji Temple stands next to Ashikaga Gakko. It initially housed a residence =
for the Ashikaga clan, and afterward prospered as their clan temple. The main
hall has been designated a Naticnal Treasure; the former residence of the
Ashikaga clan, which lies within the temple precincts, has been designated a
National Historic Site. Together, Banna-ji Temple and Ashikaga Gakko present a
picture of how the area would have looked in the Middle Ages. The temple is a
cultural asset and symbol of Ashikaga, and is well worth visiting.

IR
JR Ashikaga Station

E: Car I%JE)-{X Expressway Bus

JRALER (RS ~ B FISR (405 Fo(ElagEE) ~ A2~ B F T (1 609
HHEE R R ~FREF TR (T05) ERVE LA (AR EEEE) ~ From Marita Airport to
From Oyama Station to ERNGT O Ashikaga CGity(160 minutes)
JR Ashikaga Station From the Tekya Metropolitan Area

(40 minutes by Ryomeo Ling) to Ashikaga |G

From Asakusa Station to [TOminutes by Tohoku Expressway

Tobu Ashikagashi Station and Kita-Kanto Expressway)

[TOminutes by limited express of

Tobu Isesaki Line)

%Q:\Lé__ Train

BHHmAD
FovA

Access




	1近世日本の教育遺産群リーフレット_250808修正版-cleaned_ページ_4
	1近世日本の教育遺産群リーフレット_250808修正版-cleaned_ページ_5

